As the year 2003 comes to an end, we must sadly say goodbye to Ulrich Desselberger, who has decided to retire from his position as an Editor of *Virus Research*. Ulrich has done a wonderful job as the European Editor over the past three years, and has been largely responsible for a number of Special Issues of the journal devoted to subjects ranging from "Virus Escape from Immunosurveillance", "Foot-and-mouth disease" and "Nuclear Functions of RNA virus proteins". In total, these Special Issues will remain as a permanent testament to Ulrich's enormous contribution to this journal.

In the meantime, I am extremely pleased to report that our new European Editor will be Luis Enjuanes, who is based in Madrid, Spain, and is currently a member of the Editorial Board. Luis is an eminent scientist with particular expertise in working with positive-stranded RNA viruses, especially coronaviruses. We have agreed that manuscripts submitted to Ulrich Desselberger and received by him up to the 31st December will be processed and reviewed through his office, but all manuscripts received from 1st January 2004 will be processed by Luis Enjuanes.

As in the past, authors should feel free to send their manuscripts to anyone of the three Editors, Luis Enjuanes, Yoshi Kawaoka or myself, or by electronic submission direct to <http://www.elsevier.com>.
